
Social and Economic Action for Lebanon

2006: the year in review
SEAL concludes its most successful year to date with a total of $476,000 raised. 

This could not have been done 
without the support of our 
donors, who showed tremen-
dous solidarity following 
this summer’s tragic events 
in Lebanon, as well as our 
volunteers for their relentless 
efforts.  

The 34-day war resulted in an 
overwhelming humanitarian 
crisis and SEAL wanted to help. 
We initiated our fundraising 
drive by obtaining the New York 
Attorney General’s approval for 
amending SEAL’s charter and 
therefore added humanitarian 
relief to our existing mission. 

On September 25th, 2006, we 
held a cocktail fundraiser at 
the French Institute in New 
York City. It allowed us to reach 
out to people from all over the 
world very much concerned and 
saddened by the humanitarian 
crisis in Lebanon. The funds 
raised at the event – and in its 
aftermath – were sent to 
various Lebanese non-profit 
organizations, which include:

•	 Aid Lebanon – Funding of a mobile water treatment unit designed to solve the water 

distribution and sanitation difficulties caused by the most recent war, for the regions of 

Nabatiyeh, Tyre, Marjayoun and Bint Jbeil.

•	 American University of Beirut (AUB) – Boosting of the agricultural sector through 

the funding of a mobile rural development unit (“Rural Bus”) manned by engi-

neers responsible for training farmers, as well as connecting them to the Ministry of 

Agriculture so that they can market and sell their products.

•	 Association Arc-en-Ciel – SEAL allocated funds to help the organization respond to 

the needs of civilians facing extreme poverty in Taanayel.

•	 Association pour le Développement Rural (ADR) – Contribution to a low-income 

housing project for the fishermen of Tyre (80 families overall).  The recent ecological 

disaster, with 25,000 tons of oil leaked into the sea has aggravated the extreme  

poverty of these families.   

•	 Association pour la Protection de L’Enfant de la Guerre (APEG) (an NGO focusing 

on children’s psychological recovery after war traumas) – APEG’s team, which includes 

psychiatrists, psychologists, social workers, and speech therapists provides invaluable 

assistance to distressed civilians.  SEAL provided funding to ensure the continuity of 

mental health services in APEG’s centers in Southern Lebanon.

•	 Caritas Lebanon – Hoping to fight child labor, SEAL helped Caritas send 135 children 

from the most deprived families in both Bint Jbeil and Marjeyoun back to school.  SEAL 

also contributed to the rehabilitation of the youth center, a second home for children 

and teenagers of the various religious communities. 

•	 Lebanese Red Cross – SEAL donated funds for two blood-bank centrifuges.

•	 S.0.S Villages – Purchased a well water filter for the SOS Children’s Village of 

Ksarnaba-Bekaa, which is home to 80 orphans.

	 SEAL’s mission is to assist 

low-income individuals  

in Lebanon to increase 

their incomes and develop 

successful businesses, 

thereby creating jobs 

and lifting the standard 

of living for themselves, 

their families, and their 

communities.

	 Facts:  
›	 Non-profit organization, founded 

in NY by a group of Lebanese-
Americans interested in taking 
action against the severe social 
and economic problems facing 
post-war Lebanon

›	 Assistance provided irrespective 
of background, religion, political 
affiliation or geographic location

›	 Tax deductible donations
›	 Operating expenses entirely  

covered by SEAL’s officers
›	 100% of contributions used 

directly to sponsor SEAL projects

http://www.aidlebanon.org
http://www.aub.edu.lb
http://www.caritas.org
http://www.sos-childrensvillages.org
http://www.redcross.org
http://www.arcenciel.org
http://www.infoyouth.org


		  In the first half of 2006, SEAL also funded a number of economic initiatives, some of which have been delayed due 

		  to the current crisis:  

	 •	 Trade fairs across Lebanon, enabling female entrepreneurs to sell their products  

(in partnership with Al-Majmoua).

	 •	 Endorsement of computer training sessions in the Batroun area, on board  

the Saradar Foundation’s Mobile Computer School (in partnership with  

Saradar Foundation).

	 •	 Purchase of equipment/machinery for individuals working in agro-tourism in 

Southern Lebanon (in partnership with ADR).

	 •	 Funding of two glass-blowing workshops in the context of the Arts and  

Crafts Center located in the old city of Jbeil-Byblos (in partnership with  

Friends of Byblos).

	 •	 Purchase of computers and students desks for a public school in Kfarshima  

(in partnership with “Our Lady of Grace”).

	 •	 Business education in southern Lebanon at two public schools in Marjayoun  

and Hasbaya (in partnership with Injaz Lebanon).

SEAL is monitoring all of the above projects. Regular updates will be posted on our website: www.seal-usa.org. 

In addition, SEAL has spent significant time following up on past projects which include: the purchase of agricultural feeds/fertilizers in Hasroun;   
information technology training sessions for disabled citizens in the Bekaa Valley; and the  funding of bottling machinery for the country’s first fully-
accredited organic olive oil production press in Saida.  

We are proud to communicate the timely completion of these initiatives and the significant impact your financial contributions have made on the lives  
of the people involved, their families and their communities.  

On a different note, we are redesigning our identity to highlight the leap SEAL has made in the last couple of years. Our new logo is simple and confident,  
and speaks to the combined efforts that form our organization. Most of all, it gives meaning to our brand promise: achieving social and economic action  
in Lebanon. Please look out for our newly redesigned website which will be launched in early February.

We thank you once again for your support.  For many, this summer’s war has resulted in a catastrophic economic situation. Funds are needed more than 
ever, and we hope that you will continue encouraging our efforts in 2007 so together we can help make a real difference for many in Lebanon. 

On behalf of everyone at SEAL, I would like to send you our best wishes for a happy, healthy and peaceful new year! 

Adla Massoud, President

	 •	 Purchase of Braille writing machines for blind students in Baabda (in partnership 

with the Lebanese School for the Blind and Deaf ).

	 •	 Creation of four “bed and breakfasts” in the Hermel area (in partnership with  

MADA Association).

	 •	 Purchase of projectors for Beirut’s Monot Theatre, to encourage its long-standing 

dual cultural and economic impact (in partnership with Université St-Joseph).

	 •	 Endorsement of career-orientation workshops aimed at encouraging teenagers 

from lower-income backgrounds to pursue their education (in partnership  

with Assabil).

	 •	 Vocational intensive summer training sessions in income-generating activities, 

such as catering or management of touristic accommodations, for women living  

in impoverished rural areas, in Maad, Jbeil (in partnership with ALDEC – 

Association Libanaise pour le Développement et la Culture/Al-Tilal). 

http://www.assabil.com/index_en.html
http://www.usj.edu.lb/
http://www.mada.org.lb/
http://www.towardshumanity.org/towards/deafblind.html
http://www.injaz-lebanon.org/
http://www.friendsofbyblos.org/
http://www.adr.org.lb/
https://www.audisaradarpb.com/sfp/SFP_EF_html/Portal/mycompanies/fondation/english/fondation_home_en.htm
http://www.almajmoua.com/


Benefactors ($10,000+)

Altirs, George & Elisabeth

Anonymous

Audi, Joseph & Claude

Bitar, George

Boutros, George

Chartouni, Nabil

Kairouz, Habib & Lara

Malek, Marc & Maya

Mantra Films Inc.

Mnaymneh, Sami

Padovano, Guido

Pal, Ritankar

Ruch, Joshua & Julia

Sawaya, Fouad

Smith, Cody J

Tamer, Anthony & Sandra

Thorne, Margie & Nate

Patrons ($5,000+)

Chatila, Edward

Chehab, Wael

Debbane, Raymond

Demirjian, Yervant

Dynamic Capital Management

Fateh, Hossein & Dalia

Khoury, Paul

Koulajian, Nigol

Marshi, Carole & Marwan

Moukarzel, Nabil

Soussou, Mario

Tabet, Karim

Tager, Alexander & Emma

Vassilakis, Eftichios

Donors ($2,500+)

Abisaab, Josyann

Barrage, Nayla & Khalil

Bejjani, Nabil

Chammas, Wahid

Jureidini, Serge

Kairouz, Wissam

Merab, Jacques

Nsouli, Samer & Christine

Supporters ($1,000+)

Abirafeh, Farouk & Aghnie

Aboelnaga, Mona

Asseily, Philippe & Kinda

Awad, Karim Anthony

Barakat, Munir

Bejjani, Kristin & Ghassan

Boueiz, Wadih

Carter, Steven &  

Catherine Eubanks

Daccache, Jean-Pierre & Stacey

De Lasa, Jose

Enriquez-Bocobo, Cristina

Gefinor USA Inc.

Genstar Capital, LLC

Gerkis, James &  

Agathy Vasilopoulos

Haddad, Rana & Salim

Hassoun, Hani

Hawa, Antoine

Dr Husami, Nabil

Kacha, Gilles & Dolly

Kacha, Paul & Maria

Karaoglan, Alain & Lana

Kassouf, Michael

Khalifa, Hussein & Sara

Kump, Eric

Los, Costas & Christina

Massoud, Alexandre & Adla

Moawad, Rima

Moufarej, Ramzi

Puri, Mandakini

Renaud, Brian

Rizk, Joumana

Robb, Timothy

Said, Mariam

Saidi, Olivier

Sayegh, Nicolas & Nadine

Sleiman, Wajih & Nayla

Tager, Philippe & Joumana

Tagher, Gabriel & Mindy

Tamer, Fouad & Roula

Tohme, Randa & Jacques

Ziheni, Haleem & Denise

Friends

Abdo, Bernard

Alhasani, Naji

Alhusseini, Lena

Annecchiarico, Maria

Anonymous

Anonymous

Baladi, Rana & Albert

Barakat, Nadim

Barrood, Louis

Beeck, Olga

Bergson, Allen Deirdre Levinson

Beydoun, Sima

Bustros, Nagi

Chahine, Leila

Chalabi, Sarah

Chalhoub, Anne & George

Chammas, Carla

Christiansen, Amy

Clerc, Gerald & Nathalie

Cobb, Luisa & Toby

Cummings, A.L.

Dagher, Salah

Dalloul, Hana

This year’s donors:

De lasa, Jose

De-Clerk, Benoit

Dedonato, Donato

Delgado, Manuel & Rosario

Delgado, Victor & Maria Dolores

Dickow, Joanne

Dreste, Patricia

El Chaar, Edgard

Engler, Robert & Inea

Ezzedine, Diala

Farra,Dr & Mrs Charles

Fischer, Marina

Freidheim, Scott Foundation

Gazioglu, Gazi

Gendzier, Alexander &  

Beatrice Imperiali

Gharajedaghi, Jeyran

Ghossein Ronald &  

Elisabetta Malchiodi-Smith

Ghossein, Mirene

Hamieh, Khaled

Hejal, Said

Homsi, Lina

Horwitz, Jeffrey

Jallad, Ezzat

Jammet, Rita

Johnson, Jeffrey Scott & Ellen 

Diane Bloch

Kamshad, Morid &  

Maryam Vahabzadeh

Kassouf, Joyce

Kfoury, Pierre & Nicole Toutounji

Kirk, May

Los, Maria

Maheshwari, Sorabh

Malouf, Colette

Massoud, Philippe

Mayhew, Timothy

Mesbah, Bardia

Mitsumasu, Terutomo

Morad, Michele

Murad, Lili

Nawar, Raymond

O’Connor Bumb, Denise

Olazabal, F David

Olazabal, Francisco J.

Rabbath, Rima

Rizk, Ciril & Nada

Saba, Sharif

Salame, Mary Elizabeth

Saliba, Leslie

Saliba, Philip

Samaha, Sabeh

Samaha, Sumayyah

Sara, Dr Gabriel & Nada

Sawaya, Nada

Sawaya, Nayla

Schoukair, Hala

Shah, Ashesh

Share, Myles

Si-Ahmed, Hala

Si-Ahmed, Karim

Sidhu, Pat

Tabourian, Katia

Tagher, Charbel & Aida

Tamanna, Mehdi

Topdjian, Aren

Tryforos, Tom

Vassalo, Anthony &  

Christine Moore

Ventosa, Alejandro &  Cristina Lazaro

Weinstein, Jill C

Wenger, Derrick & Nana


